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LYNX Nature Inspired Programming

UPCOMING

December
1 — Parent Teacher Interviews
8 — Christmas Concert (will be shared
online, date TBD)
11 — Run Santa Run
3311 - 49 Avenue SW, Calgary, AB T3E-6Mé6 17 — Last Day of Classes

www.lynx.education January 3, Classes Resume
T: 403-288-5335  josmith@thirdschools.ca

Principal’s Message

Even though we don’t officially welcome winter until December 21, 2021, the cooler
temperatures are upon us. The recent snow and cold brings with it a whole new world for

us to enjoy and appreciate. | would encourage you to dress your children warmly so that

they can fully enjoy the experience of learning outdoors. This means, to dress your child

in layers, wear snow pants, a warm coat, a hat, mittens and warm boots. There are many We acknowledge that we are on
traditional territories in Alberta of
the many First Nations, Métis, and
appropriately to participate. So get out there and make friends with winter, and enjoy Inuit whose footsteps have
marked these lands for centuries.

activities and beautiful sights to see and enjoy in our natural world if we are dressed

some winter activities today.

Joe Smith
Associate Principal, LYNX

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe
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Tribute to Principle Joe Smith

Joe received his Teacher Education at the University of Calgary where he graduated with a
Bachelor of Physical Education, as well as a Bachelor of Education degree. He has received his
Level One Coaching Certificate in basketball, soccer, badminton, and especially appropriate for
LYNX, outdoor education!

Joe has brought enthusiasm, excitement and a great deal of lessons to his LYNX team. His
dedicated support to teachers is incredible and as a result, reflects on the teaching delivered to your
students. Joe has delivered Bear Aware lessons to LYNX students, taught hiking tips, filled in

when staff are absent and he is even the bus driver. A man of many talents!

In addition to the amazing advocacy and support for LYNX, Joe and his wife are also Foster
Parents. They have offered a loving and caring, nurturing home for many children over the years.
Joe spends his nights comforting infants and his days assisting students and teachers. This guy
rarely sleeps! And somehow, in the absent of rest he delivers laughter, joy and smiles to all those

he encounters.

We are ever so grateful for having the most amazing Principle any of us have ever encountered!
Thank you Mr. Smith!

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe



December

With the coming of snow, we are presented with an excellent opportunity to investigate the
presence of animals at each LYNX site. While wildlife often avoids being seen by humans, the
snow allows us to track them! With this we are better able to understand the interactions in our
ecosystems. LYNX students are becoming detectives, putting on their investigator ‘badges’ and
setting out to discover who we share our forests with, where they are going, what they are eating

and how we as humans can be better stewards to protect them.

I'm Glad the Sky is Painted Blue

Anonymous

I’'m glad the sky is painted blue,
And the earth is painted green,
With such a lot of nice fresh air
All sandwiched in between.

Student Resources

Alberta Homeschooling Association has some amazing resources for families engaged in shared
responsibility. Scroll down to find “Alberta Programs of Study (APS Outcomes) Full Targets” to
discover a curricular check list detailing the specific learning objectives for your child’s grade

level. This is an amazing tool to help you develop your programs and to help keep you on track.

http://albertahomeschooling.ca/resources.html

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be safe
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Student Highlight
Eli

Eli is a grade 5 student in the LYNX
Calgary program. He is always
helpful and always engaged in
participation in class discussions.

He is the student highlighted to give
acknowledgement and gratitude
for the in-depth contributions to our
class discussions. He thinks and
processes concepts in an
advanced way making
connections that most people,
adult or child, would make. His level
¢ of empathy and emotional
intelligence is very advanced.

We want to send a special THANK

-~ YOU to Eli for being brave and for
. helping to elevate our thought
processes in our nature immersed
classroom.

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be safe
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