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Principal’s Message

Happy New Year, to all our LYNX families.

The New Year is upon us and with it comes the cold weather. This season
offers us many winter activities to enjoy if we are prepared for the colder
temperatures. Please remember to dress your little ones in layers, with
mitts, toques & warm winter boots. This will allow them to stay warm
during their afternoon learning activities.

I would like to invite you to take part in the development of LYNXs first
Parent Advisory Council. We have already had two meetings where we
introduced the purpose and function of the PAC. We would now like to
invite you to meet online for the establishment meeting. Positions of the
executive will be voted on during the meeting, as well as the adoption of
our bylaws. The meeting will be on Zoom on January 23, at 6:30pm. |
hope to see you all at the PAC meeting (Zoom link on the next page).

May this year bring your family health and prosperity!

Joe Smith
Principal, LYNX

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe

2023-26?4 SCHOOLYEAR o
January 2024
January 8 — classes resume
January 12 — No School, System PD
January 23 — Calgary Coal Creek
January 26 — Cochrane Coal Creek
February 2024
February 12-16 — No School, Campus
PD and Teachers Convention
February 19 — No School, Family Day
February 20 - Classes resume

We acknowledge that we are on
traditional territories in Alberta of
the many First Nations, Métis, and
Inuit whose footsteps have
marked these lands for centuries.



http://www.lynx.education/
mailto:josmith@thirdschools.ca

Your Students
Nature Inspired Instructors!

Jason Ash Madison Fai Lisa Dahlseide Vicky Ashton  Courtney Hinks Thomas Mckillop

Parent Advisory Councll

Parent Advisory Council’s (PAC) are structured groups of parents and staff who work together to
support and enhance student learning effectively. They provide a means for members of the
school community to consult with the Principal and play an active role in being a voice for the
community of parents and students. Research shows that the more parents are involved in their
child’s education, the better the child does and volunteering on a PAC is one way parents make a
difference.

We would like to elect our PAC executive. If you are interested in any of these positions, please
let us know:

Chair

Secretary

Treasurer

2 Officers at Large

Fundraiser (s)
Please contact Mr. Smith to sign up and join. JoSmith@thirdschools.ca

The meeting will be on Zoom on January 23, at 6:30pm.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89602356411?pwd=Zafdv9JNazIK\VV568vGj1FWSr5Po3eW.1
Meeting ID: 896 0235 6411
Passcode: 585614

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe
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Cochrane LYNX

Happy New Year!

As we enter the New Year, we will be continuing to learn about the Renaissance era as well as
the early formation of Canada. Students have been learning about how new ideas were born
during this time and how there was a shift in the understanding of our worldviews.

In Science, students have been learning about matter and its characteristics, over the past few
weeks and we will be beginning our journey on learning about cells and the characteristics of
living things.

We have been discussing issues such as self-esteem and self-concepts in Health class and on how
we can live healthy, active lives while also maintaining healthy eating habits.

Before the break, students had a skating and Secret Santa party as well as a swim day.

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe
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Calgary LYNX

Citizen Science is a great opportunity for anyone to get involved in collecting data and
contributing to science. Our LYNX students became important Citizen Scientists on December
15 when they collected data and investigated the wildlife fencing along the west side of the
Weaselhead along Tsuut’ina Trail. The information they collected contributed to the Miistakis

Institutes (www.rockies.ca) wildlife movement study, Calgary Connect, pertaining to road

mitigation. In addition, our LYNX students contributed to the Weaselhead/Glenmore Park

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe


http://www.rockies.ca/

Perseveration Society’s Final Report on the Southwest Calgary Ring Road Impact Study

https://theweaselhead.com/ring-road/ . The afternoons work complimented the Grade 6,

Investigating Things unit as student embarked to inspect if the wildlife fencing met the technical
requirements outlined for the structure. Sadly, they discovered it did not. Students are familiar
with wildlife tracking and identified straight-line patterns of tracks along the roadside of the
fence indicating ungulate and canine tracks, likely coyote and white-tailed deer. They then
confirmed deer with identifying deer scat on the roadside of the fence. Students tracked wildlife
to several gaps in the fencing where they could see where wildlife was accessing the roadway
discovering and measuring a 3-foot gap in the fence and several 10cm to 10-inch gaps under the
fence. Tove even discovered coyote fur stuck to the bottom of the fencing along a gap where the
animal must have squeezed under. All of this data is very valuable in identifying the fencing is
still not complete in construction over three years after the commitment to complete it has past.
Students also saw a coyote moving east towards the beaver pond from the fencing in the distance
and observed a swift meadow vole bouncing in and out of the snow. On the way back from the

adventure, they spotted another coyote just north of the Elbow river crossing.

Calgary LYNX started the school year off investigating leaves and cells, expanding into
ecosystems and the human body, connecting and intertwining the systems level thinking of these
topics. They explored Canada’s history and Provinces and grew their global knowledge before
jumping into Space to wrap up 2023. Moving into the January, they have focused on matter,

building things, democracy and the different types of government.
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Troll Falls
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Winter Concert and Christmas
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Solstice Lantern Parade

Student and Family Resources

Assurance Survey

Some of you have received a reminder in the mail from the Alberta government to complete your
Assurance Survey. Please do so and help build the number of responses. Some of the questions
are tricky when applying it to an outdoor school so please feel free to reach out to your teachers
for any assistance if you need help.

Dressing for the weather

Enjoy this informative video starting a current and former LYNX student! Learn how to dress for
the weather...

https://youtu.be/16azcWfJQWM?2si=vb2FHOF_DBzmfJKE

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe



Student Highlight: JOELIE
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Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe

Joelie is a star student in LYNX! She is always
lending a helping hand and willing to contribute to
class discussions. She is engaged and tries really
hard producing excellent work! She exemplifies the
LYNX rules of Respect, respecting nature,
community, others and self.

Her smile brings joy to her teachers and we love

having her in the Calgary LYNX program!



