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Principal’s Message 
It’s time to register for the 2024-2025 school year. We currently moved to 
an online registration to make it easier to register for the LYNX program. 
You can find the link on our website. Please register ASAP so we can put 
the staffing in place to meet our needs.  
LYNX is looking to relocate to the old Change Maker School site in 
Springbank. This new location would make the kindergarten and online 
onsite programs more accessible to our Cochrane families. The site would 
be home to our office, onsite online program, kindergarten and the 
indoor/outdoor option on weather days.   
We will notify our families as soon as we know if we aquire the building.  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joe Smith 
Principal, LYNX 

2023-2024 School Year 

May 2024  

May 9 – Granary Road K-2 Calgary 
May 14 – Heart Creek Cochrane and 

Calgary 
May 16-20 – No School  

May 21 – Kayaking Cochrane 
May 23 – Kayaking Cochrane 
May 24 – Kayaking Calgary 

May 27 – Jump Rope for Heart 
All students gather in Cochrane 

June 2024  

June 4 – Heritage Park Calgary 
June 5 – Summer Concert 

June 11 – Yamnuska & Many Springs 
Cochrane and Calgary 

June 13 - Waterfall Valley in Silver 
Springs K-4 Calgary 

June 18 – Douglas Fir Tr. Calgary 
June 21 – National Indigenous Peoples 

Day 
June 24 – South Glenmore Park 

Calgary 
June 25 – Last Day of LYNX outdoor 

classes and ursa online classes 
June 27 – Final Report Cards 

We acknowledge that we are on 
traditional territories in Alberta of 
the many First Nations, Métis, and 

Inuit whose footsteps have 
marked these lands for centuries. 

 

 
 

http://www.lynx.education/
mailto:josmith@thirdschools.ca
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Field trips and important dates for May and June 2024 
 

May 2024  
May 9 – Granary Road Grades K-2 Calgary 

May 14 – Heart Creek Cochrane and Calgary 
May 16-20 – No School (PD May 16-17, Victoria Day May 20) 

May 21 – Kayaking Cochrane at Ghost Lake 
May 23 – Kayaking Cochrane at Ghost Lake 

May 24 – Kayaking Calgary at Heritage Park boat launch 
May 27 – Jump Rope for Heart all students gather in Cochrane 

 
June 2024  

June 4 – Heritage Park Calgary 
June 5 – Summer Concert (performers arrive at 6:15pm, East campus) 

June 11 – Yamnuska and Many Springs Cochrane and Calgary 
June 13 - Waterfall Valley in Silver Spring K-4 Calgary 

June 18 – Douglas Fir Tr. Calgary 
June 20 – Yamnuska Wolfdog Sanctuary Cochrane and Calgary 

June 21 – National Indigenous Peoples Day 
June 24 – South Glenmore Park Calgary 

June 24 – Last day of ursa Math 7-8 online classes 
June 25 – Last day of ursa ELA 1-9 & Math 1-6 and Math 9 online classes 

June 25 – Last day of LYNX outdoor classes  
June 27 – Final Report Cards 

Your Students 
Nature Inspired Instructors! 

 



Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe 
     

LYNX Registration for 2024-2025  
As we prepare staffing for each site and our program plans for the 2024-2025 school year, we 
respectfully request registrations in as soon as you can. This year, you can apply online at:  

https://lynx.education/apply/  

You will be directed to your SchoolCloud account to register. The process will lead you through a 
quick application with electronic signatures. This new online application makes it a lot easier for 
families with more than one student registered in LYNX.  
This coming year we will have a 5% tuition increase for Shared Responsibility and Teacher 
Directed programs.  This coming year we will start charging for the onsite, online program.  This 
is so we can better support student success and bring in more staff to assist them. Please note that 
families who find the tuition prohibitive to apply for a bursary. We want all students to have access 
to our program.   
 
Tuition Costs for 2024 – 2025 
Shared Responsibility   $ 4,200 
Teacher Directed   $ 4,200 
Teacher Directed online onsite  $ 7,000 
 

Cochrane LYNX 
 

Structures and building methodologies 
were tested in partnership with our late 
winter weather. Competitions for 
tallest snow structure presented some 
creative kids with problem solving 
opportunities.  
 
The season also gave us a fun 
opportunity for physical activity with 
plenty of sledding and ice skating 
adventures!  

https://lynx.education/apply/
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Pulleys, ropes, levers and more were put to the test with fun 
opportunities to meet the curricular outcomes of this unit. 
 
Students enjoyed a creative outlet opportunity with chalk 
on the concrete adjacent the Bow River.  
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Shelter building is an important wilderness 
skill that LYNX students get opportunities 
to practice. Rope tying, knots, choosing 
locations, weather and wind direction are 
all things students are considering when 
developing this skill.  
 
In an outdoor classroom, you never know 
what you might find. Students studied bone 
structure from an unfortunate mule deer. 
Observing and comparing things found in 
nature to our own selves and bodies helps 
to deepen our connection with the nature.  
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Calgary LYNX 

   
“The Village” has become a big part of the Calgary program over the past few months allowing 

for social studies lessons to naturally develop following the child lead inquiry. Cones are used as 

currency, sticks are traded and stolen and there is even a McDonalds owned and operated by River 

among the tiny tree base homes. Snow structures on the edge of the village allowed for natural 

exploration of snow qualities, using and choosing appropriate tools, and building structures while 

also building friendships. 
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Natural inquiry followed the investigation of a large ant hill found near our meeting spot. Lessons 

to follow included learning about the ant life cycle and other insects as well as a fun craft re-using 

paper bags to display ant tunnels. Students further built on their species study project by developing 

interpretive materials to help teach others about their species of focus.  

   

   

   
Students contributed in Citizen Science while participating in the YYC Nature Challenge, 

competing against cities around the globe at the end of every April, every species documented on 

iNaturalist helps to not only support our Calgary number of observed species, but it also contributes 

to urban ecology data.  
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Douglas Fir Trail, Edworthy Park 

  
The city of Calgary only hosts four native tree species, and one of them does not exist in the Elbow 

River Valley where our main Weaselhead and Glenmore Park sites exist. Students spent an 

afternoon at Edworthy Park to learn about the Douglas Fir, our oldest living local tree that offers 

many medicinal services, is fire resistant and gentle to the touch with its “friendly fir” needles.  
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Paskapoo Slopes 

  
 

   
The oldest archelogical site in Calgary exists at Paskapoo slopes presenting a great oportunity to 

teach students about the rich history of First Nations communities coming together to herd and 

corral bison over the hill side sending each group of people off with a healthy suppy of food and 

resrouces.  

Geological history is also rich at Paskapoo slopes as we learned that Calgary used to be a lake and 

that a glacier dropped this giant rock off here all the way from Jasper.  

We also experienced vehicle waste management and ways that people of the modern day past 

discarded of their old vehicles.  
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Leighton Art Centre  

 

  
LYNX students came together in the foothills with the beautiful views at the Leighton Art Center. 

Combining local history, art and science, students participated in lessons, created amazing clay 

landscape sculptures and walked the land visiting “Echo Valley”, the antler shelter and museum 

featuring art from multiple local artists including A.C. and Barbara Leighton’s work who helped 

shape Alberta’s culture.  
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Spark 

   
Cochrane students enjoyed a visit to Telus Spark exploring the DaVinci exhibit complementing 

the grade 8 social studies curriculum. Additional fun and learning is always found at Spark.  
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Student and Family Resources 
May Flower Count 

Contribute to Citizen Science and improve your flower identification skills at this family friendly 

event put on by the Weaselhead/Glenmore Park Preservation Society. 

https://theweaselhead.com/home/eventregistration/?sheet_id=51  

 

 

 

Student Highlight: SKYE 

 

  
 

 

 

 
Skye has grown with LYNX, starting her 
adventure in LYNX Kindergarten and then 
joining the Calgary program. She has really 
grown academically in that time and she is 
now starting to engage and participate more in 
lessons. She has a passion for nature, a kind 
gentle heart and exemplifies what a LYNX 
student is! 

https://theweaselhead.com/home/eventregistration/?sheet_id=51
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