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Principal’s Message 
With open houses, inquiries, promotion and word of mouth, our program is 
growing! We encourage you to get your registrations in for the fall so we can plan 
for our growing class sizes and locations.  
 

We would like to send best wishes for a speedy recovery to Mr. Ash and 
hope he will be back to join us soon! Mr. Ash would like me to thank 
everyone for their cards and well wishes. 

 
LYNX welcomes Vicky Ashton to the LYNX team. Vicky is a very experienced 
and talented educator and we are so happy to have her on our staff.  Vicky has a 
daughter in LYNX and a son in Third. She has already been an active part of the 
team through volunteering with continued contribution of resources and program 
activity ideas.  
 
Thank you for being such wonderful families providing your feedback and 
support. We look forward to a fun spring full of outdoor adventure weaved into 
the remaining program of studies units we plan to cover.  
 

Joe Smith 
Principal, LYNX 

 
 

Upcoming  

 

April 2023 
Apr 1-12 – No School 

Apr 13 – Classes Resume 
 

May 2023 
May 18-22 – No School 

May 23 – Classes Resume 
 

We acknowledge that we are on 

traditional territories in Alberta of 

the many First Nations, Métis, and 

Inuit whose footsteps have 

marked these lands for centuries. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.lynx.education/
mailto:josmith@thirdschools.ca
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Cochrane LYNX 

 

In Cochrane LYNX, students have been enjoying making fires, learning about knot tying and 

other wilderness survival skills. Students have gotten to know our LYNX team of instructional 

assistants better as they show them around their outdoor classroom sites. Visiting the 

Grandfather tree for the first time was a special day for Ms. Lisa! We welcome another new 

Nature Inspired Instructor to the team, Vicky Ashton. Vicky also plans to visit the Cochrane 

LYNX group and looks forward to sharing her creative program ideas while supporting your 

learning.  

Buds, photosynthesis, hearts and lungs, wildlife and plants, and limericks: students have been 

learning a lot! While engaging in curricular connections the lessons have been filled with games 

and building friendship bonds. 

 

   
 

Your Students 

Nature Inspired Instructors! 
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Calgary LYNX 

 
In Calgary students learned about the human body and some of the main organs including the 
brain, heart and lungs. A big thank you to Graeme’s dad Willis who came and shared his 
expertise on lungs in a fun and interactive way!  
 
They wrapped up their animal study, wrote limericks, explored using pulleys, and went deeper in 
their ecosystem exploration and learning. Students started winter sowing and will hopefully have 
some green sprouts to transplant into the warm garden soon! 
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West Campus Classroom 

In March, we explored more of the indoor environments as it was below our temperature 
threshold of -20 with windchill. Cochrane spent time at the Library while Calgary went to the 
west school campus and explored the community of Glenbrook with short nature hikes.  
 

   
 

   
Our west campus has an outdoor classroom and natural playground. We were excited to have a 
LYNX parent come and share his expertise on lungs to compliment our body unit. Thank you! 
The west campus is home to a group of our morning online ursa students. As an option, your 

child can come learn virtually with in person support. 
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Heart Creek Bunker 
On March 3, the LYNX community gathered to hike to an old bunker built during the cold war. 
Students explored the depths of the caves and had fun in the mysterious dark environment. The 
gentle hike to and from allowed students to meet various tree species in a mixed wood forest 
ecosystem. Bonding and laughter filled the trail as our LYNX students enjoyed yet another 
magical outdoor classroom! Thank you to the parent volunteers who joined us!  
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Poetry 
 
LIMERICKS 

 

 
 

On St. Patrick’s Day the town fills up with green 
and I am going through the town trying not to be seen 
I gathered my snack 
and a big backpack 
and I make sure to pack extra beans 

  
By Harper 

 
 
Student Resources 
 
The Cochrane library has some amazing online resources! Free tutoring for your child? They got 
it! Check out BrainFuse live homework help and free tutoring from 2 – 11 pm daily. They even 
offer online chess tutoring!  
 
Get your child some help with their homework: https://www.cochranepubliclibrary.ca/Books-
Videos-More/Homework-Help  
 
LYNX students will be taking part in the City Nature Challenge April 28 and May 1, as they 
participate in Citizen Science contributing to documenting urban biodiversity using iNaturalist.  
Get the app and practice up on your species identification at https://www.inaturalist.org/  
The app even helps you to identify species from your picture! And if it can’t an expert will help.  
 
Nature Alberta has an amazing website packed with resources specifically geared toward your 
nature kid! Free activity books, fun wild facts and more, visit https://naturealberta.ca/nature-kids/  
 

I once knew a man 
who was quite a fan 

of someone with a beard 
he was quite feared 

and the man had a tan 
 
By Nick 

 

I knew a man from a far 
I gave him a cholate bar 

he threw it into a pit 
he did not like it 

because it was actually tar 
 

By Logan 
 

https://www.cochranepubliclibrary.ca/Books-Videos-More/Homework-Help
https://www.cochranepubliclibrary.ca/Books-Videos-More/Homework-Help
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://naturealberta.ca/nature-kids/
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Student Highlight 
Nicolas 

 

Nicolas has knocked the socks off Ms. Lisa with his intelligent conversation and contributions to 
class. He is an eager learner who is clearly accelerating past his grade level. He is an amazing 
example of how homeschooling offers an incredible advantage to academics when parents are 
engaged and supportive in meeting their child’s needs. Congratulations Nick on being such a 
smart guy and being willing to excel beyond what is expected of you, and doing it all with a 
giant smile on your face!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

 

 

 


