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LYNX Nature Inspired Programming

UPCOMING
May 2022
6 — Troll Falls Field Trip
19 — System PD - No School
20 - Campus PD - No School
23 — Victoria Day - No School

3311 — 49 Avenue SW, Calgary, AB T3E-6M6  www.lynx.education

T: 403-288-5335  josmith@thirdschools.ca 27 - Tsuut’ina Museum Field Trip
31 — Guest Eily Aurora at

Weaselhead site for Plant & Harp

Music

We acknowledge that we are on

o traditional territories in Alberta of

| Principal’s Message the many First Nations, Métis, and
Inuit whose footsteps have

marked these lands for centuries.

Spring seems to have finally arrived, we are enjoying warmer days and the

world is beginning to turn green again. Keep your fingers crossed, we hope
for good weather as we look forward to our Troll Falls this Friday.

It is the time of the year to register for next years 2022-2023 LYNX
program. Check your email inbox for a registration form for you to fill out,
scan, and email back to me. It would really help me out if you would
register as soon as possible; this will help me out with planning for next
year.

Joe Smith
Principal, LYNX
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Your Child’s
Nature Inspired
Teachers!
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May 6, 2022: Troll Falls Field Trip

8:30am Weaselhead bus pick up and departure

9:15am Cochrane pick up and depart from Fireside strip mall
10:30am arrive at Ribbon Creek parking lot

2:00pm departure

3:00pm drop off at Cochrane Fireside

4:00pm drop off at Weaselhead

Please wear and pack appropriate clothing for the activities and weather, proper footwear for
hiking, water bottle, snack and lunch.

May 27, 2022: Tsuut'ina Museum Field Trip

12:00pm parents drop off students at 62 Old Agency Road, Tsuut’ina Nation
www.tsuutinamuseum.com

Pick up end times to be determined

Provincial Achievement Tests

LYNX Students in grades 6 & 9 will be given the opportunity to write Provincial Achievement
Tests in Math, ELA, Science and Social Studies. Grade 6 & 9 students can write their ELA Part A
Written component of the exam at the Third Academy East campus from 9am — 11am. Although
it is a two hour exam, students can take up to 4 hours if they need to. Grade 6 students are scheduled
to write on May 18. These students can write their exam in the morning, and then stay for their
Fine Arts classes in the afternoon. The grade 9 students are scheduled to write their exams on May
16, at 9-11am. The rest of the exams will are scheduled to be written between June 13 -24. There
will be more information as we get closer to these dates.
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Cochrane

It is hard to believe that it is already May. Over the course of the year students have been learning
about the Grade 6-9 Program of Studies in many unique and various ways. Students have focused
on developing their inquiry skills and are able to look at their world in a new and unique way by
tying together these concepts through application to the real world. It has been amazing to see

students emerge from their ‘shells’ and learn to take new risks each day. Students who were once
super quiet have developed confidence to explore their worlds in a safe and challenging way and
are demonstrating the courage to take risks in order to further their learning. The teamwork that
emerges from our daily interactions is very inspiring, as students have become adept at listening
to one anothers ideas in order to reach a common goal. Several classes ago, our group of students
worked hard to create a functional bridge that enabled them to cross one side of a small creek to
another.
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Of late students have been understanding how ancient cultures have similarities to one another,
even though they come from very different parts of the world. Through inquiry and discovery we
have seen parallels to them and our current world. We have explored ancient languages, customs,
beliefs and language development. One of our regular locations, The Cochrane Ranch House area,
has some very old pictographs in the area and we have been setting our goals to locate them and
to understand their meaning. Recently we discovered the location of one of these pictographs
which depicted that of a sun symbol. Students were able to have a discussion on what purpose this

symbol may have had on the first nations people from that particular era.

Students have also been learning about their environment and how certain landforms came to be
through processes of weathering and erosion and have been able to analyze the different rock
formations and types of strata that are in the Cochrane area. We have discovered that glaciers,
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wind, and water are all responsible for such changes and have been able to identify examples of
each.

Recently our focus has shifted to understanding
how global warming occurs through the
greenhouse effect and the impact that human
beings have on our world. Students have been
busy brainstorming and sharing their ideas on
how we each can make decisions moving
forward to help our world and which actions that
have been taken by others in the past.

We will be participating in several field trips in the upcoming weeks, such as Troll Falls and the
Tsuutina Museum here in May. These are always very educational and allow students to come
together with others and interact with other members of the LYNX Program.

Jason Ash
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Calgary

As we approach the end of the school year we have covered Social Studies, Health and Science
from the grades 1-7 Alberta Program of Studies. You might be asking yourself... what will they
do in future LYNX years as students have already covered all these topics? Well not to worry, the
topics are broad and allow us to expand our knowledge base with each year as your student moves
forward in the LYNX program. We will dive deeper into the foundation and breadth of each topic.

Students have created animal cards and they will soon be working on plant cards. These will
become a LYNX classroom set. In future years, they may decide to redo their card, make new ones
or add to existing ones. | hope that one day we will at least have a card for each of the 46 mammals
that occupy the Weaselhead. There is still so much to learn!

You can look forward to more engaging Citizen Science projects that will be established and built
on. As the foundational understanding of science topics grows with the students, they will be
capable of contributing in significant ways to the various Citizen Science projects. From plant and
animal 1D and documentation to water quality testing students have a lot to offer in our urban
science databases. As we get to better understand their passions and interests, we can develop new
Citizen Science projects as well.

As students expand their sense of place in the parks, they will start observing natural and manmade
changes while better grasping how these impacts influence themselves and those around them. It
is a pleasure to have such an amazing outdoor classroom! It is changing and only a duration of
time in this space while students connect with the land will allow them to make these incredible
observations.

Field trip hopes were not as promising this year due to the pandemic. But your team of teachers
had lots of plans. These plans will flow into next year and the years to come. Our aim is to further
explore the Bow and Elbow river watersheds, and the glorious hikes available to us. We also have
plenty of museums and sites we would love to visit.

We also have plenty of Guest Speakers we aim to have come join us at the park. This list right
now is incredible and we invite you parents to also consider what special offerings you have to
share with the class. Your own personal journeys, talents, skills and jobs might be of great interest
to the students and is a special way to connect with our class.
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We are so excited to continue this amazing learning adventure with your child! We hope you
register for next year.

Lisa Dahlseide

LJ www.lynx.educatioh’ %
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come get lost in the forest with me

Come get lost in the forest with me
To the trees to the trees to the trees
Root upon root, pulse against pulse
Step upon step in the breeze

Come get lost in the forest with me

Read the rest of this poem and find more by Melanie Cedar at
https://www.cedarsnest.org/juniper

Student Resources

TSUUT'INA

Discover more about the upcoming field trip on May 27 here: https://tsuutinamuseum.com

Download the Tsuut’ina Language app by searching your app store and find out about the app and
more here: https://www.tsuutinagunahainstitute.com

History:https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/sarcee-tsuu-
tina#:~:text=The%20Tsuut'ina%20(Sarcee),word%20meaning%20boldness%20and%20hardines
S.

STONY NAKODA

Discover and download this Stony Nakoda Dictionary https://dictionary.stoneynakoda.org

and search for it in your app store.

History:https://www.stoneyeducation.ca/sea-history-
culture#:~:text=%E2%80%8BThere%20are%20several%20theories,origin%200f%20the%20Sto
ney%20Nakoda. &text=Historically%2C%20they%20were%20called%20the, lyethka%20%E2%
80%9CThe%20Pure%20People%E2%80%9D. &text=%22Stoney%22%20is%20a%20word %20t
hat,Nakoda%20by%20early%20European%20explorers.

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/stoney-nakoda
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Student Highlight
Brady Malley

For our student spotlight, we would like to introduce you to Brady Malley. Brady is a grade 9
student in the Cochrane Program and has been excelling since Day 1. Brady is a confident young
man and enjoys learning about the world around him. Brady is always asking questions and
participating avidly in class discussions. He is a detail oriented student who strives to do his best
work each day. Brady acts a a role model for the other students in the group and is a very
responsible, dependable and mature young man.

Brady is a competitive swimmer who has participated in several competitions over the past several
months. It should be noted that he has done extremely well in these events and has consistently
placed highly. Brady is an extremely active student, he belongs to a running club, plays on a
hockey team in the winter, participates in History Alive, is a active member of his Cadet’s troop
and even runs his own business selling and chopping wood. Brady enjoys spending time outdoors,
hunting, helping his father at the Ice Fields and recently obtained his Class 7 drivers
license. Indeed Brady is a remarkable young man, is polite, kind, has an amazing work ethic. He
is a valuable member of our Lynx Cochrane team.
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