THE OUTSIDERS

Volume 4, Edition 3
December 1, 2024

2024-2025
LYNX Nature Inspired Programming SCHOOL YEAR
3311 — 49 Avenue SW, Calgary, AB T3E-6M6  www.lynx.education
T: 403-680-5124  josmith@thirdschools.ca December 2024

December 11 — Winter Concert
December 18 — Run Santa Run @
West Campus
December 20 — Last Day of Classes

January 2025

January 6 — Classes Resume

We acknowledge that we are on
traditional territories in Alberta of
the many First Nations, Métis, and

Principal’s Message Inuit whose footsteps have
Winter is finally upon us and our classes are held in a winter wonderland. Marked these lands for centuries.
The snow is deep and lots of fun to play in. I have had the pleasure to
visiting with the students in the Cochrane, Calgary and Okotoks LYNX
programs. I am pleased with the learning that is taking place and the fun
that the students are having. They are outdoor cooking on stoves the
students made themselves, building quinsy’s, skating, shelters, and much
more.

We wish you and your families a very happy holiday season. Our last day
of classes before the holidays will be December 20 and we look forward
to welcoming your children back January 6 when classes resume.

Joe Smith
Principal, LYNX

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe
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Your Students
Nature Inspired Instructors!

Jason Ash, Thomas McKilliop, Bradley Bridgewater, Vicky Ashton, Scott Finney, Lisa Dahlseide

LYNX Parent Action Committee (PAC)

We invite you to please join our next Parent Action Committee (PAC) meeting on Tuesday,
December 10 at 7:30pm via zoom. In our last meeting, we discussed fundraising options. Our
meetings are short and we would love more parent involvement and hope you can join us!

Link to join the scheduled zoom meeting:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84137438139?pwd=LhZmQaoc6FJDeHPMgIP8aSNOFnNK3yb.1

LYNX Kindergarten

We have had a drastic change in weather! The students love playing in the snow and building
forts. We have had some great field trips this month, with the highlight being Canmore. In the
classroom, the students have enjoyed building in the ‘Under the Construction Zone’. We started
a more focused study of the letters of the alphabet. We have learned about what it takes to be a

good citizen.
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Cochrane LYNX
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This month in Social Studies we have gone deeper into learning about democracy, including
learning about Ancient Athens. Older students did a debate on if Athenian democracy was fair or
unfair. The younger students were the jury for the debate and decided who won. In Science we
talked about Earth’s systems, the water cycle and rocks and minerals, where we did a rock study.
Students were also introduced to an animal study where they each received an animal that lives in
Alberta and will present about it later in December. In health we looked into nutrition and talked
about the different food groups.
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Calgary LYNX

LYNX Calgary students have gained a better understanding of photosynthesis, molecules, matter,
climate change, the water cycle, carbon cycle and weather. Continuing with their Federal Cabinet
meetings, they have voted on solutions regarding the postal strike, COP29, as well as discussed
Provincial wildlife policy. They actively participated in democracy writing letters to Minister
Loewen. With plenty of fun playing in the snow, they have explored building structures and
shelters.

Okotoks LYNX

LYNZX Okotoks has been thriving this November with the addition of two new students. Welcome
Huxley and Francis! Along with two new students, LYNX students also welcome the coming
winter with a big snow storm which was enjoyed by all and created in opportunities for learning
outdoor skills and Alberta curriculum. However, we did manage to sneak out before the snow
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storm for two field trips, one to the military museum to learn about Canada's involvement around
the world during conflicts and peace keeping missions. Our other field trip was to the Canmore
Museum and Geoscience center along with the Canmore NWMP barracks to learn the history of
our stunning backyard that we love to visit. Of course, Lynx Okotoks played lots of games and
continued their learnings on first aid/survival, local Canadian government/democracy in Social
studies along with Matter, elements and energy for our science unit, In between all our adventures.

Military Museum

On November 7, all three LYNX sites came together to honour, observe and remember the veterans
who served in war.
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Canmore Museum

Our trip to Canmore included a riverside lesson on wildlife tracking and current affairs with
Provincial wildlife management policy. Students visited the Canmore Museum to learn about the
rich mining history of the town, and they visited the oldest building in Canmore to learn about
when the RCMP first established in the region.

Student and Family Resources

HOLIDAY LIGHTS

There are plenty of places to visit as we approach Christmas to help light up your day! Take a visit
to downtown Okotoks or head to Confederation Park and be sure to bring a sled! Or take a drive
through Sporuce Meadows. There are plenty of bright options to choose from on the following
link:

www.visitcalgary.com/things-to-do/stories-from-calgary/where-to-see-christmas-lights-in-
calgary?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAo05u6BhDJARISAAVoDWvSH MJHmf077DwaYiKM
FxPjkmZsbjSHYE pHJ9UAf3uKrJleaSu4UaAuDKEALw_ wcB
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Student Highlight DAWSON
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Dawson is this month's student highlight because
of his energy. His energy to learn keeps him
engaged and curious about everything we have to
teach at LYNX. His energy gives our older students
a run for their money during the day as he is able
to keep up with them during games, explore just as
much, if not more than them during free time all
while being just as witty, keeping them on their
toes. Outside of LYNX Dawson is training to be a
ninja which might explain his fast learning skills and
forever joyful attitude even when the walks are a
little longer than expected or the weather isn't
quite bluebird. Dawson is a pleasure to have in
Okotoks and certainly keeps everybody eager to
learn, explore and try their hardest.
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