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Principal’s Message 
Spring is here, bringing longer days, fresh energy, and exciting opportunities! 
It’s also the time of year to register for the upcoming school year. If you 
haven’t already, please ensure your child’s spot in the LYNX program by 
completing the registration process soon. We’re looking forward to another 
year of adventure, learning, and growth! 

Speaking of adventure, I want to take a moment to say how much I enjoyed our 
recent field trip to the Kananaskis River. It was incredible to see our students 
immerse themselves in nature, challenge themselves, and connect with the 
environment in such meaningful ways. These experiences truly define the 
LYNX program, and I’m so grateful to be part of them. 

Looking ahead, I can’t wait for our upcoming three-day campout in May! This 
will be an amazing opportunity for students to build resilience, teamwork, and 
a deeper appreciation for the natural world. The countdown is on, and I know it 
will be an unforgettable experience for all. 

Thank you for your continued support in making the LYNX program such a 
success. Wishing you all a wonderful spring! 

 
Joe Smith 
Principal, LYNX 

 
 

2024-2025   School Year  

April 2025 
April 1 – No School, PD 

April 2 – Classes Resume 
April 8 – PAC Meeting 

April 10 – Calgary & K afternoon at 
Marshal Spring 

April 18 – No School, Good Friday 
April 21 – No School, Easter Monday 

April 22 – Earth Day 
April 24 – Calgary & K afternoon at 

Shannon Terrace 
April 25 – Bow Habitat Station ALL 

sites field trip 

We acknowledge that we are on 

traditional territories in Alberta of 

the many First Nations, Métis, and 

Inuit whose footsteps have 

marked these lands for centuries. 

 

 
 

http://www.lynx.education/
mailto:josmith@thirdschools.ca
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Jason Ash, Thomas McKilliop, Bradley Bridgewater, Vicky Ashton, Scott Finney, Lisa Dahlseide 

 

Fundraising 

Skip The Depot!!! 
 
We appreciate your support and ask that you keep those bottle donations coming!  
 
1. Take 2 minutes to download the app and book a pick up using 
https://app.skipthedepot.com/lynx 
2. ⁠Place your bags outside on your scheduled pick up day 
3. ⁠Receive a refund in the app and select LYNX to donate 
 
All donations offset expenses for daily field trips and year end camping.  
 
Camping Trip 

May 21-23 we will be heading out to Sandy McNabb to gather in the group campsite for some fun 
and adventures! Students in grades 3-9 are invited, with younger students welcomed if 
accompanied by a parent. So far, many families are joining us, we are excited to welcome you all  
  
We will be arriving at Sandy McNabb for 4pm on the Wednesday to set up camp, cook a meal 
together, enjoy a short hike or crafts, and of course a campfire before bed. Thursday, we will enjoy 
a local hike and more fun activities and games. Friday we will be taking the camp down after 
breakfast and headed home.  
 
LYNX Parent Activities Committee (PAC) 

We invite you to please join our next Parent Action Committee (PAC) meeting on Tuesday, April 
8th at 7:30pm via zoom. Our meetings are short and we would love more parent involvement and 
hope you can join us! We thanks Eric Wallace for filling the role as our new Treasurer! 
 

 

 

 

 

Your Students 

Nature Inspired Instructors! 

 

https://app.skipthedepot.com/lynx
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LYNX Kindergarten 
 
We hope everyone has a terrific spring break.  As you know I was away in Japan.  We had a very 
short March.  We celebrated St. Patrick’s Day.  The students in LYNX made a trap to catch the 
leprechaun but unfortunately, he was too tricky for us and got away.  The students also were 
exposed to Pi day and had some delicious pie.   
We have a big field trip on April 25th to Bow Valley Habitat.  To make things easier, we are asking 
that the forms and money for all fieldtrips should be returned 48 hours before the trip. That includes 
if you are volunteering.   
We arecontinuing our study of space.  For Easter, we will be having an Easter egg hunt.  On Earth 
Day, we will be learning about our carbon footprint and how we can reduce ours. 
 

   
 
Calgary LYNX 

In March we searched for signs of spring, watching the Balsam buds grow, feeling the fuzzy new 
catkin flowers emerge, and listening to the Chickadees switch their song to the territorial 
“cheeseburger” call as they split from their winter flocks pairing up for the breeding season. 
Students have been investigating the diverse ecosystems of the Weaselhead launching their focus 
on the Scientific Method, developing some questions they have about the ecosystem interactions 
and starting to think how they could design and conduct a study to gather data and deepen their 
understanding of nature. Continuing with a social studies focus on democracy and current political 
events, students have started to learn about French and British settlement in Canada.  
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Cochrane LYNX 

This month the grade 4-7 students completed a pamphlet of a region of Alberta to finish the unit. 
With a focus on space, students have been learning about the planets, our solar system and they 
created their own alien species! Along with the alien, they created a passport in order for the alien 
to travel to planet earth. Students have been learning about historic timelines, taking in lessons 
about critical events that have taken place in our country and local areas. This included learning 
about Jacques Cartier, Samuel de Champlain and the fur trade. 

 

   

 

Okotoks LYNX 

This month in Okotoks we have been utilizing the changing Alberta spring weather by focusing 
our science studies on weather, climate and reading the sky above us in order to predict the weather 
occurring in our atmosphere and even beyond by creating cloud viewing devices and preparing 
students on how best to view the lunar eclipse that occurred. In social studies we took a blast to 
the past talking about everyone’s favourite ninja turtles…we mean artists on our deep dive into 
the renaissance. Lynx Okotoks students also learn how to plot bearings and follow a compass 
bearing through the woods.  
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Kananaskis River 
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Planting Seeds 

Students are welcoming Spring by planting seeds. Enara took charge of the set up of the grow 

light system in the classroom. Plants then headed to Ms. Lisa’s house over spring break. Students 

will soon be taking home, if they haven’t already, some pumpkin, butternut squash, sunflower, 

zinnia or other wildflowers.  

  

   

 

Student and Family Resources 

EARTH DAY SONGS 

Celebrate Earth Day with these fun songs!  
 
‘Every Day Should be Earth Day’ is written and composed with the help of grade 2 & 3 students 
in Calgary: https://youtu.be/A5e3c1a1sMw?si=j4g7t0lKKlkWQJGG  
 
‘Rockin' with the 3 R’s” is written and performed by Calgary artist Paulo:   
https://youtu.be/ChKmZDWPKc8  
 

https://youtu.be/A5e3c1a1sMw?si=j4g7t0lKKlkWQJGG
https://youtu.be/ChKmZDWPKc8


Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe 
     

Student Highlight Ethan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethan is one of the natural leaders in our 
Okotoks program. He has always been 
homeschooled, and was delighted for his 
first school bus ride ever in September. 
Now he is a seasoned field trip participant, 
and leads younger students by great 
example. He shows kindness to all, engages 
in lessons, and is a positive role model. We 
also congratulate Ethan in scoring 10 points 
in the basketball season ender game after a 
wonderful season of both ISAA and 
intermural basketball.  
 
 
 
 

 


