THE OUTSIDERS

Volume 5, Edition 5

January 5, 2026 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

LYNX Nature Inspired Programming January 2026

) Jan. 5 — Classes Resume
3311 —49 Avenue SW, Calgary, AB T3E-6M6  www.lynx.education

Jan. 7 — Winter Concert
T: 403-680-5124  jsmith@thirdschools.ca Jan. 9 — NO SCHOOL, Staff PD
Jan—3—Open House, West 6:30pm
Jan. 20 — Coal Creek — SandyMcNabb
Jan. 31 — Open House, West 10am

. February 2026

Principal’s Message
N . o Feb. 9-13 - NO SCHOOL, PD

Happy New Year to our LYNX families and community! As we begin this new .
chapter, I want to extend a warm welcome back to school and wish everyone a year ~ F¢P- 16 = NO SCHOOL, Family Day
filled with curiosity, growth, wellness, and meaningful connections with nature. Feb. 17 — Classes Resume
Winter offers a unique opportunity for reflection and renewal, and at LYNX we Feb. 26 — Telus Spark
continue to embrace the season as an important part of our learning journey.
I would like to extend a sincere thank you to everyone who supported and
participated in this year’s Run Santa Run. Your enthusiasm, generosity, and
community spirit made the event a wonderful success and a true reflection of the =~ We acknowledge that we are on
caring culture we value so deeply at LYNX. Thank you as well to all who attended traditional territories in Alberta of
and supported our Winter Concert. Our students shone with confidence and the many First Nations, Métis, and
creativity, and it was heartwarming to see families and friends come together to Inuit whose footsteps have
celebrate their efforts. marked these lands for centuries.
We are also very excited to welcome Allison Bodner, who has joined our
Edmonton program. Allison brings great energy, experience, and a passion for
outdoor and experiential learning. We are thrilled to have her as part of the LYNX
team and look forward to the positive impact she will have on our students and
community.
As we move through the winter months, I encourage everyone to continue engaging
in healthy winter activities—whether it’s snowshoeing, skating, hiking, or simply
spending time outdoors together. Staying active and connected to nature supports
both physical and mental well-being, and it is at the heart of who we are as a nature-
inspired school.
Thank you for your ongoing support, partnership, and commitment to LYNX. I look
forward to all that we will experience and accomplish together in the year ahead.

Warm regards,

Joe Smith
Principal, LYNX

Be Kind, Be Goodl, Be Helpful and above all be Safe


http://www.lynx.education/
mailto:josmith@thirdschools.ca

Your Students
Nature Inspired Instructors!

Afisha Jiwani, Jason Ash, Allison Hubenig, Erin Hiemstra, Graeme Ford

Thomas McKilliop, Vicky Ashton, Lisa Dahlseide, Ally Bodner

LYNX Parent Activities Committee (PAC)

We invite you to please join our next Parent Action Committee (PAC) Annual General Meeting
on Tuesday, March 10% at 7:30pm via zoom. Our January and February meetings are pushed
back due to scheduling conflicts, which gives you time to think and reflect on what new business
you might want to bring to the next meeting! We look forward to seeing you there!

Fundraising

Thank you Angela! — Angela Manley has organized the last two and half years of PAC
Fundraising efforts. We are ever so grateful as her efforts have helped to support the 2025 LYNX
camp out at Sandy McNabb helping with the purchase of all the food! This years funds will be
directed towards the 2026 camp trip! With other work opportunity doors opening, Angela will
sadly be closing the door on her role as the fundraising coordinator for PAC.

Because of Angela’s generous support, we have raised nearly a thousand dollars for our outdoor
adventures!

We invite you to continue with the support, utilizing the established Skip the Depot option,
contributing to the Donation Jar at west campus and considering stepping up to the role on PAC
to help further initiate and run fundraising efforts.

Skip The Depot!!!

We appreciate your support and ask that you keep those bottle donations coming!

1. Take 2 minutes to download the app and book a pick up using https://app.skipthedepot.com/lynx
2. Place your bags outside on your scheduled pick up day

3. Receive a refund in the app and select LYNX to donate

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe
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LYNX Kindergarten

January 13 - Skating, North Glenmore Park (Pick up west campus)

January 20 - Coal Creek

January 23 - Inglewood Bird Sanctuary (Pick up at Inglewood Bird Sanctuary)
January 25 — Weaselhead (Pick up at Weaselhead)

In December we explored holidays from around the America’s, learning about international
traditions celebrated here in Canada. On Wilderness Wednesdays we dove into the water cycle,
wetlands and learned about Moose! Building on reading comprehension, our readers read and
answered questions while our whole class focused in on story sequencing.

Calgary LYNX

January 13 — Skating, North Glenmore Park (Pick up and Drop off by rink/playground)
January 15 — Big Hill Springs

January 20 — Coal Creek

January 23 - Inglewood Bird Sanctuary

As a compliment to the holiday celebrations, in December we learned about healthy eating habits
to support your body function. Connecting specific foods and nutrient content to supporting
specific organs and systems, our older students planned a campfire meal in the last week of school.
This followed more concentrated lessons on body systems and functions, where students even
constructed a giant digestive tract in the snow and got to be the food traveling through! Going back
in time, we explored various timelines based on early settlement of North America, from the first
people crossing the Bering Strait to New France and the seven year war establishing Canada as a
British Colony, students acted out the various historic events.

Looking forward into January we have kicked off our DaVinci Project! An in-depth look at how
the Renaissance influenced worldviews with cross curricular connections for multiple grade levels
building and force units.

Be Kind, Be Goodl, Be Helpful and above all be Safe



Cochrane LYNX

January 15 — Big Hill Springs
January 20 — Coal Creek
January 23 - Inglewood Bird Sanctuary

Our December highlight was our winter camping trip! We enjoyed the full moon shinning on us
in Kananaskis! We also had a lot of fun at our end of year bowling trip and our Pokémon Christmas
gift exchange!

Be Kind, Be Good, Be Helpful and above all be Safe



Okotoks LYNX

January 20 — Coal Creek

December was filled with fun adventures sledding, bowling and exploring the frozen river valley
of Okotoks. We learned a lot, and strengthened our group bond and friendships along the way.

Edmonton LYNX

December was a short and cold month for the LYNX Edmonton crew! Academically, we focused
on Space in Science, creating our own mini Space books. In Social Studies we took our own Eras
journey through time and learned about different periods of time in the Canadian context.

We had snowshoes this month and had a chance to enjoy the generous snowfall that mother nature
provided. We had a few indoor days at the Capilano library and also enjoyed a community
gathering with s'mores, hot chocolate, and stewed apples!

Our field trip was bowling and a visit to the Dermott District Park.
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Student and Family Resources

NATURE ALBERTA LEARN TO DRAW OWLS

Learn to Draw Owls with Olivia! - Nature Alberta

Join nature nerd and host of the science podcast
Beyond Blathers Olivia deBourcier, to learn
Where: Online (Zoom) how to draw owls, all while learning all about the
amazing species that you might find during our
chilly Alberta winters!

When: February 5, 2026 at 7:00 PM

Presenter: Olivia deBourcier

Student Highlight: ZAKARIA

Zakaria has been with ursa for sometime and
was excited to join LYNX when it came to
Edmonton! His love for nature, maps and
outdoor exploration drew him to the
program! He is a wonderful addition to the
Edmonton group as he brings a warmth and

kindness to all!

Be Kind, Be Goodl, Be Helpful and above all be Safe
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